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The Second Report from the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


(Continued from Page 26.) 


OUR Committee, in the courfe of this examination, ob- 
ferved, that an account was given of fome fuppofed 
meeting of military divifions, conneéted with the Correfpond- 
ing Society, for the purpofe of learning their exercife with 
mufquets; and it was ftated, that witha view to inftructing 
them, there had been printed and fold a copper plate engraving 
of the manual exercife, accompanied with a book of directions 
on the fubject. This engraving was afterwards produced, and 
it was proved to have been befpoke by one perfon, and en- 
graved by another, whofe names were mentioned, both of 
whom were members of the London Correfponding Society, 
and one of them a fecretary to one of the divifions, and to 
have been fold by another member of the Society to {everal 
members at a meeting of one of the divifions, A more par- 
ticular account was afterwards given of a body formed for the 
purpofe of exercifing with fire arms, which had taken the 
name of the Loyal Lambeth Affociation, but which bad held 
no communication with Government, nor received any au- 
thority for that purpofe. It appears, that although this armed 
fociety bore the name of the Loyal Lambeth Aflociation, 
none of the members belonging to it were of the parifh of 
Lambeth, excepting the original propofer of the Affociation, 
Vou, XXIV, 597. G who 
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who was a member of the London Correfponding Society. 
The admiffion of perfons who were afterwards members of 
the Affociation was objected to at firft, becaufe they did not 
belong to the London Correfponding Society ; but on promife 
that they would become members of the London Correfpond- 
ing Society, they were admitted into this armed Affociation, 
A gun engraver, who is alfo a member of the London Cor- 
refponding Society, and who furnithed this Aflociation - with 
mufquets, was firft introduced to the perfon who fet on foot 
the Affociation, by the Secretary of the Correfponding Society, 
This Affociation was regularly trained and exercifed in the 
ufe of fire-arms twice a week. It has been givenin evidence, 
that this Affociation removed from the houfe of atradefman in 
the Borough, where they ufed to exercife, becaufe they made 
fo much noife with the arms, that the workmen mutt know 
what they were about, the tradefman having different work- 
men, who might not be all of the fame principle. Upon 
this fuggeftion, a committee was appointed to choofe proper 
places for cxercife, where the Affociation might not be liable 
to be interrupted by the officers of police; and two places 
named to your Committee were appointed accordingly, to 
which the Affociation adjourned in two feparate divifions. At 
one of thefe places they exercifed ina room on the fecond 
floor, and with the window curtains drawn, and on fome oce- 
cafions, at another place, by candle light, from eight to ten 
o’clock at night, with the fhutters barred up. At the place 
where the Lambeth Affociation met, there was a printed 
ticket of admiffion with the following infcription engraved on 
it, ** Liberty tothofe who dare defend it.” The object of ail 
the perions who attended the Affociation (as was collected 
from their converfation) was univerfal fuffrage and annual 
election.’ If they could not obtain a reform in Parliament in 
any other way, they meant to have recourfe to arms. ‘The 
Committee have traced eighteen ftand of arms actually pure 
chafed by this Affociation. ‘This number, purchafed by per- 
fons apparently in very indigent circumftances, is a fufficient 
proof of their carneftnels in the defiga in which they had en- 
gaged. But it further appears, that the fame perfon who fupe 
tied this number had engaged to furnith arms, as the numbers 
ij to have them increafed; and that fixty mu{quets 


had been mentioned as likely to be wanted for this Affociation. 
—1[t alio appears to your Committee, that other init.tutions of 
the fame nature exiled, and that fubfcriptions had been opened 


for the purpole of providing mufquets. In addition to the 
means 
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means already enumerated for gradually providing pikes and 
mufquets, it has appeared in evidence, that one of the fchemes 
in agitation was to feize the arms in the fhops of the gunfmmiths 
in London, and to diftribute the arms fo feized among the 
members of the London Correfponding Society. 

Thefe proceedings in London, fufficiently important in 
themfelves, become ftill more deferving of ferious confidera- 
tion, when combined with meafures of a fimilar defcription 
taken at Sheffield, and in feveral parts of Scotland, and which 
not only coincide in point of time, but bear the ftrongeft 
marks of deliberate concert and conneétion with the attempts 
in London, to which your Committee have already directed 
the attention of the Houfe. Your Committee have already 
inferted in this Report a letter from a perfon at Sheffield, found 
in the pofleffion of the Secretary of the London Correfponding 
Society; and inclofing a direction to another perfon at Shefficld, 
who was to forward to the maker of the pikes all {uch orders 
as he might receive from London for that purpofe. 

It has appeared, from the concurrent teftimony of feveral 
perfons examined before the Privy Council, that this direction 
was aétually given by the Secretary of the Correfponding So- 
ciety to one of its members ; that many perfons were defirous 
of procuring pikes ; and that fubfcriptions had been already 
entered inte with the view of procuring them from Sheffield. * 
One of the other perfons apprehended at Sheffield, who had 
been Secretary to the Conftitutional Society there, and upon 
whom a pike was found, acknowledged that he had feen the 
letter to the Secretary of the Correfponding Society in Lon- 
don, containing the inclofure for Norwich; and that the 
writer told him, he had inclofed the letter for Norwich in the 
other for fear of fufpicion: The fame perfon alfo faid, he could 
not doubt in the leaft that the pikes were to be furfifhed in 
London, according to the contents of the letter which had 
been explained to him at Sheffield, 

It appears, that fome time in March laft, a perfon calling 
himfelf Yorke, a member of the Conflitutional Society at 
London, and who was chofen by them as one of their delegates 
to the Convention at Edinburgh, recommended it to the peo 
ple of Sheffield to take arms, reprefenting it as a matter of 
right, founded on the Bill of Rights, and obferving that the 
oppofite party was arming, and therefore that the other party 
fhould be armed alfo; that Yorke ufed thefe recommendations 
both in private and public; told them in converfation, juft 
after the mecting at Sheffield, where he had been chairman, 
G2 that 
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that pikes were ufed in France; and recommended to the peo 
ple to get arms, according to an advertifement publifhed at 
Sheffield, faying, that it was legal and conttitutional ; and that 
they ought to get pikesas in France. ‘This meafure of arm- 
ing was approved of by the greater part of the Society at 
Sheffield, wyich appears from information before your Com- 
mittee to be very numerous, and to have been fubdivided into 
forty-five or fifty {mall bodies, or different clubs. 

In confequence of thefe recommendations, pikes were made 
at Sheffield under Yorke’s orders, and the form and fize were 
regulated by his particular direCtion—Your Committee think 
it of importance to call the attention of the- Houfe to this cir- 
cuinttance,as they fha!l have occafion to advert more particu- 
larly, in a fubfequent part of this Report, to the principles and 
views publicly avowed by Yorke at a meeting held at Shef« 
field, on the 7th of April laft. Four perfons are ftated to 
have been employed in the manufacture of thefe pikes, and 
one of thefe perfouis to have worked at them for fome weeks 
paft ; and it appears that feveral have been already made and 
fold to different perfons, at the price of 20d, a-piece : The 
pike taken upon one of the perfons apprehended at Shefficld 
anfwers preciicly to the defcription given in the letter before 
inferted, 

In addition to this account of the meafures taken for pro- 
viding pikes, it muft be obferved, that three perfons appre- 
hended at Sheffield concur in declaring, that they bad feen 
there a patternof aninftrument which has, ondifferent occafions, 
been uled in military operations for impeding the approach of 
cavalry, and which was ftated by the witnefles to be intended to 
be laid in the road at night tor that purpofe—One of them 
faid, that he had no doubt that this initrument was formed with 
the fame intention as the pikes, to defend the meeting at Shef- 
field againft the military. 

It was alfo ftated, that about the time when thefe arms were 
prepared, they bad refolved at Sheffield, (as will appear more 
particularly in the fequel of the Report) that no further pe- 
tition fhould be made to Parliament on the fubje& of reform, 
although they intended to go on in their demands 3 and one of 
the perions exainined faid, If any meetings were to be held at 
Shefhicld for the purpole of obtaining univerfal fuffrage, and 
any attempt made to difturb fuch meeting, he thought the peo- 
ple would be juftified in refiftance. 

While your Committee were employed in inveftigating the 
origin and progrels of the plan for arming the people in Lon= 
don 
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don and at Sheffield, they received intelligence of the exiftence 
of fimilar defigns in Scotland, which appear to have been ina 
much greater degree of forwardnéfs, and to have been con- 
duéted with fuch fecrecy, that they might have produced the 
mott ferious coniequences, if accident had not led to a timely 
difcovery of their nature and extent before they had been care 
ried into execution. This intelligence was communicated to 
your Committee in feveral letters from Mr, Secretary Dundas, 
which contain fo fulla narrative of the circumftances leading 
to the difcovery of this defign, of the {cope and nature of the 
defign itfelf, of the principles with which it was conneéted, and 
of the means by which it was to have been accomplifhed, that 
your Committee have thought they could not lay this important 
matter before the Houfe in a more fatisfactory manner than 
by inferting the letters at large in this place. 


(To be continued.) 





Defcription of Lady Harcourt’s Spinning Feaft,—an 
Annual Feftival at Nuncham, in Oxfordfh.re, to en- 
courage Virtue and Indujftry. 


BOUT 20 years fince Lord and Lady Harcourt formed 
a defign to encourage indufiry among the women of 
their parifh, by giving annual prizes to a certain number of 
the beft fpinners of thread. An idea afterwards fuggefted it- 
felf, that to the prizes of induftry might be added prizes of 
merit; fo that, at length, the importance of the annual feftival 
being increafed by the addition of its objeét and influence, it 
has gradually rifen into an inftitution, which, befides its moral 
intereft, isa moft delightful fpectacle, confidered merely in the 
character of village feitivity. Anhittory of the day on which 
the feftival is celebrated, will veft explain the object and effect 
of this admirable eftablifhm.nt. 

The morning is appropriated to the prizes of merit; the 
noon to the village banquet: The afternoon to the conteft 
for the prizes of induftry ; an early portion of the evening to 
the diftribution of thofe prizes; and the fubfequent part to 
the feftivity of all. ‘The family attended in the tribune, and 
the morning fervice was celebrated with proper plaleas and 
leflons, felected for the occafion. The fervice was tucceeded 
by a difcourfe from the pulpit, in the clofe of which the per- 
fons who had been chofen to receive the prize of merit for the 
year, 
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year, and who were confpicuoufly feated in the centre of the 
ehurch, were feparately addrefled by name, with a particular 
fpecification of thofe meritorious aétions and that virtuous 
conduat, for which they were elected to receive their prefent 
diftinétion, 

At the conclufion of the fervice, Lord Harcourt defcended 
from the tribune, and prefented the ufual prize for the men to 
the clergyman, who transferred it to the attending claimants, 
It confifts of a hat, whofe only diftinétion is the buckle that 
faftens the band, which has the name of the perfon to whom it 
is deftined, with the date of the year, and the words * prize 
of merit” engraved upon it. The prizes for the women were 
prefented by Lady Harcourt in the fame manner, and confift 
of ftraw hats, decorated with fcarlet ribband. The names of 
the happy and diftinguifhed villagers were then hung up in the 
church, under the date of the year, among thofe who at for- 
mer periods have been found to deferve that honour. 

The three groups of ftately elms that range in the park 
front of the houfe, feem to have been placed there to ferve the 
purpofes of this feftival. Beneath the fhade of the central 
group, dinner was ferved at two feparate tables. The upper 
table was occupied by thofe who had at different periods ob= 
tained the prize of merit ; the lower one was fet apart for the 
feveral candidates for the prizes of induftry; both of them 
were moft plentifully as well as fuitably {pread ; and the happy 
guefts arrived in proceflion, preceded by a village band of 
mufic, to partake of the banquet prepared for them. 

At an early hour in the afternoon, all the candidates for the 
prize of induftry aflembled beneath the trees of the large 
clump to the left of the houfe. They are divided into two 
clafles of females, under the age of fixteen, and above it.— 
‘The fpinners were ranged in a femicircle, the elder clafs on the 
right, and the younger on the left. We then heard the whir- 
ring, and faw the motion of 42 wheels, with the various coun- 
tenances of the many competitors who governed them; a 
feene which, ab{traéted from all ideas of moral influence, dif 
played an uncommon example of picturefque effect. After a 
certain period, the fignal is given, when the wheels ftop, and 
each fpinner reels off the thread. Lady Harcourt herfelf then 
colleGed the fkeins, and attached the written name of every 
candidate, carefully folded up, to her refpective fkein. Thofe 
of the elder clafs were then {pread on the table, and a mafter 
weaver determined upon that which was of the beft manu- 
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Lady Harcourt, who continued to prefide, unfolded the 
name attached to the diftinguifhed fkein, when the fuccefSful 
candidate was called, and offered her choice of the various 
prizes: A fcarlet knot was, at the fame time, affixed to a con- 
fpicuous part of her drefs, “This ceremony continues till the 
prizes are all obtained, but without the application of th¢e 
ribband, which is an exclufive diftin@ion of the firft. 

The {kill of the fecond clafs underwent the fame trial, and 
received fimilar rewards. ‘The far greater part of the com- 
petitors obtained prizes according to the merit of their re- 
{pective work, and the few whofe endeavours were not 
crowned with fuccefs, were difmifled with words of encou- 
ragement and favour. 

The group of elms to the right of the houfe contains a 
more fpacious as well as more regular area than either of the 
others, and was, on this occafion, formed into a ball room of 
no common elegance. A moveable colonade, of juft archi- 
tectural proportions, and fuitable embellifhments, inclofed a 
{pace of ninety feet long, and forty-five in breadth. It was 
fufficient to referve the place for the purpofe of which it is 
allotted, while the intercolumnations admitted the gazers of 
the neighbouring villages to view the ceremonies and amufe- 
ments of thefcene. In the centre, on the right, was a Doric 
pavilion, elevated ona flight of fteps, for the reception of the 
family, and decorated with allufive fymbols, and- wreaths of 
artificial howers. On the oppofite fide of the area was an ale 
cove, where the prizes were hung in a gay arrangeinent, and 
from whence the diftribution of them was made. It after- 
wards became an orcheftra for the mufic, 

At the upper end of the room, the architeCtural elevation af- 
fumed a more enriched appearance. ‘I'wo porticos, with pe- 
diments, were connected by an intermediate range of columns, 
with large china vafes filled with flowers, placed between them, 
and beneath each pediment was a tranfparent emblematic 
painting, reprefenting a Nuneham cottage.-—The one wasa 
cheerful pcture of induftry and plenty, the other a difmal 
fcene of idlenefs and want; over the latter hung a wreati of 
nettles, and above the former was fecn a chaplet of various 
flowers. The floor of the room was the turf, and its roof the 
fpreading branches of the elms that grow around. 

‘The whole was bright with lamps, arranged in all the. eles 
gance of illumination. 

When the evening advanced, Lady Harcourt entered the 
ball-roum, preceded by the mufic, and foliowed by a procefiion 
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of her villagers, and, after making a circuit of the area, en 
tered the alcove, where the prizes were diftributed from her 
hand, not unaccompanied by graceful gratulation. When 
this charming ceremony was concluded, the mufic occupied 
the place; nor did any long interval enfue before the come 
mencement of the dance. 

Befides the honour conferred on the names of thofe who are 
elected into it, by placing them on the walls of the church, 
the letter M. with a ftar annexed, is written in a large cha- 
racter over the doors of their refpective cottages. It isindeed 
with fincere pleafure we obferve, that very few of them 
throughout the village are without one of thefe honorary fym- 
bols, while many of them have more ; and fome are remarked, 
as containing three perfons who had obtained the praife of 
merit, by the honourable token of three letters. 

It is alfo underftood, that if any of thefe people fhould, b 
future mifcondudt, forfeit the character they have cbeaisied, 
and the refpectable rank they hold in the village, their names 
are to be taken down from the wall of the church, and the dif- 
tinguifhing letter effaced from the front of their houfes. It is, 
however, highly honourable to this inftitution, that not a fingle 
example of difgrace has occurred, 





Monthly Agricultural Report for Fune. 


HE whole of this month, with very few exceptions, has 
proved highly genial to the various fyftems of agricul- 
ture, and an early harveft muft be the confequence. The 
wheats, owing to the dry weather, are every where improved, 
except on burning lands: The bloom has been uncommonly 
fine, and the ftraw, which was fo extraordinarily drawn by the 
rapid vegetation in the beginning of May, is now grown 
ftrong: Lefs mildew was never feen, and, on the whole, a 
finer profpect of a general crop has been feldom remembered. 
In the Ifle of Ely, and all the Lincolnfhire fens, the bulk of 
oats is abundant ; this, it is hoped, will compenfate for the 
failure in too many parts of the kingcom, ‘The barley coun- 
trics are likely to afford a full crop: ‘Throughout Norfolk and 
Suffolk they never {aw them finer. Peas have invariably failed 
throughout the eaftern and fouthern diftricts, even where the 
plants were the fineft, and on the beft foils : In the early part 
of the month they became infected with the lice, which {pread 
fo 
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fo fatally, that at this time there are but few pieces of peas re- 
maining unploughed up. 

The rye, now cutting, though no where very ftout, is well 
fet, and will probably rife well.—Some cold feeds are down in 
the marth countries, but they are found thin, and the general 
produce will turn out fmall, unlefs they have foine fhowers to 
plump them.—In the turnip countries the firft plants have 
been chiefly taken off by the fly, except where they have had 
the benefit of partial rains. 

The hay harveft has proved generally great, and was never 
better got in. The tares and clover crops have likewife been 
abundantly productive. 

In an extenfive circuit through various parts of the ifland, 
we have obferved the fallowed lands in better tilth than is ufual 
at this feafon; the fureft indication of improving hufbandry. 

The hops, in Suffex, Kent, and Effex, have thrown off the 
fly and honey, are improved in colour, and top the poles with 
more vigour than was expected. In Worcefterthire the bind 
{till continues weak, and moft of the plantations are foul and 
difeafed. The fpeculative duty for the current year is 


135,000l. 
The cyder countries of Devon, Hereford, Worcefter, and 


‘ Gloucefter complain much cf the late blights, which have 


{wept off fo many of their young apples, that they only reckon 
now on half a crop. 

Wool has had little variation from laft year’s prices: Some 
fhort wools of the Norfolk and Southdown kind, have reached 
14 pence per pound. 

‘The market of Smithfield is down in moft articles; good 
mutton is the meat moft in demand. Lean Stock is bringiag 
up from the breeding countries plentifully, aad the prices are 
rather reafonable. 





An eafy and expeditious Method of diffipating the noxious 
Vapour commonly found in Wells, and other fubterra- 
neous Places. 


By Exen. Rosinson, of Philadelphia. 
[From the Tranfactions of the American Philofophical Socicty.] 
FTER various unfuccef:ful trials (a detail of which has 
been already communicated, ) I was led to confider how 


Vor. XXIV. 597. ae I could 
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I could convey a large quantity of frefh air from the top to 
the bottom of the well, {uppofing that the foul would neceffa- 
rily give way to the pure air. With this view I procured a 
pair of {mith’s bellows, fixed ina wooden frame, fo as to work 
in the fame manner as at the forge. This apparatus being 
placed at the edge of the well, one end of a leathern tube (the 
hofe of a fire-engiae) was clofely adapted to the nofe of the 
bellows, and the other end was thrown into the+well, reaching 
within one foot of the bottom. At this time the well was fo 
infected, that a candle would not burn ata fhort diftance from 
the top ; but, after blowing with my bellows only half an 
hour, the candle burned bright at the bottom; then, without 
further difficulty, | proceeded in the work, and finifhed my 
well, 

Wells are often made in a very flight manner, owing to the 
difficulty of working in them, and there have been feveral 
fatal initances of the danger attending the workmen; but, by 
the above method, there is neither difficulty nor danger in come 
pleting the work with the utmoft folidity. 

It is obvious, that in cleanfing vaults, and working in any 
other fubterrancous place, fubject to damps, as they are called, 
the fame method muft be attended with the fame beneficial 
eftect. 


Striking Similarity in the Cufloms of the Chriftian 
Church in her corrupt State, to thofe of the Fews and 


* 
Heathens, 


{ from Robinfon’s Short Hiftory of the Perfecution of Chriftians. ] 


h ets of the corruptions of Chriftianity, which have 
¥4 fubjected it to the fufpicions of ferious minds, and to the 
contempt of men of bad principles and character, may be 
traced to that fruitful fource of error, the maxims of the 
jewith and Heathen nations. No one can doubt this fact, 
who obierves the ftriking fimilarity in the cuftoms of the 
church in her corrupt flate, to thoie of the Jews and Hea- 
thens, and who confiders that not one of thofe cuiltoms are 
prefcribed in the Chriftian code. 

The Jews and Heathens, whofe religions were adapted to 
particular kingdoms, and intended chiefly to anfwer the ends of 
civil governments, had both been accultomed to a civil efta- 
blifhment of their refpective worfhip. So Conftantine, an 
Heathen Emperer, ettablithed Chriftianity as the religion of 
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the ftate, thus changing the nature of its inftitutes, by dee 
bafing them to the purpofes of political {cience, contrary to the 
exprefs declaration of Chrift, that his kingdom is not of this 
world. The Jews and Heathens had priefts to offer up daily 
facrifices, and the fame order of men was introduced into the 
Chriftian church ; though no facrifice was ever offered there, 
after the one complete facrifice of Jefus, until that of the 
mafs was invented by the Papifts, thence to argue the ne- 
ceffity of their gainful craft. 

The Jews and Heathens had their refpeCtive high priefts, 
and Chriftians created to themfelves one—the Pope—though 
their high prieft had afcended to his father and their father— 
to his God and their God. The Jewifh religion enjoined the 
payment of tithes to their priefthood; the fame privileges 
were foon claimed, and at length obtained, by the Chriftian 
clergy.—The facred rites of the Heathens were performed in 
fecret, and an air of myftery was thrown over every part of 
their religion; fo the Chiiftians, as early as the fecund and 
third centuries, received the Lord’s Supper in fecret,* and 
afcribed a fort of myftick charm to that ordinance, and that 
of baptifm, by which the Devil was fuppofed to be driven 
away, and the pardon of fin obtained. 

Amongft the Heathens, the dottrines thought moft fublime, 
were only taught to the felect few, after a long and laborious 
initiation ; fo the Chriftian church eftablifhed a long ftate of 
difcipline for the catechumens, before they were permitted to 
receive the myfteries, which ignorance and craft had mixed 
with Chriftianity. The Heathens confecrated the groves in 
which the temples of their gods were erected 5 the Chriftians, 
in imitation of them, confecrated the houles of their worthip, 
and the ground in which they buried their dead, 

Tue Jewith and Heathen priefts were clothed, when they 
difcharged the duty of their offices, in fplendid and peculiar 
robes, In this, alfo, they were followed by the Chriftian 
clergy, equally zealous to be looked upon by the vulgar with 
reverence and awe. ‘The Heathens deified their heroes, and 
the Chriftians worfhipped their faints, thofe heroes of the 
faith. The thief and the murderer were fafe, if they took 
fhelter in the Heathen temples; and the fame facred fanctuary 
was afforded by Chriftian churches, in the dark ages. He who 


ferioufly views the offspring muft eafily recognize the parent. 
H 2 On 


* Are not the doors of our churches fcrupuloufly fhut, during’ 
the celebratien of the Lord’s Supper, at this day ? 
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T has often been faid, that it is a very difagreeable thing to 
give advice. The chances are many againft our advice 
being taken, and it is very certain that our pride is irritated, 
when our advice is rejected. If a man were to borrow money 
of a friend, on pretence of diftrefs, and immediately throw it 
into the river, before that friend’s face, the latter would be 
apt to conftrue fuch an action into the greateft affront. But 
fcarcely lefs infulting is the conduct of thofe, who in every 
emergency, whether of an important or trifling kind, go about 
feeking advice, which they have predetermined not to take, or, 
in other words, borrowing wifdom which they mean inftantly 
to throw away. The humble deference with which they feek 
counfil proves it to be mere affectation ; or at beft itis paying 
a compliment to the underftanding of a friend, which, like 
other compliments, has no ingredient of fincerity in its coms 
pofition, “ Thefe fort of people,” fays Sir Richard Steele, 
x afk opinions only out of the fullnefs of their heart on the 
fubject of their perplexity, and not from a defire of informa- 
tion.” 

The inferior, who afks advice of his fuperior in underftande 
ing, whatever humility he may put on, has in general a feerct 
referve in favour of his own opinion, and will take that of the 
other only as far as it may coincide with his own intentions, 
I fy intentions, for the truth is, that we often refolve to do it, 
before we contider of the propriety or impropriety, of it, and 
before we have viewed it in any other light but one. Our 
actions are prior to our deliberations, inftead of being the re- 
fult of them; fo that he who gives even the wifeft counfel 
will often have it rejected, if a refclution has been previoufly 
formed independently of any ferious confideration of the fub- 
ject. 

Good advice, of all other inftences of friendfhip, ftands 
moft chance of being rejected ; for good advice is hoftile to 
the impulfes of paflion, intereft, and convenience, three things 
which have a governing power over moft of the actions of 
man. It will alfo be ineffe€tual, becaufe it tends to hurt the 
prideof him to whom it is offered; for in good advice there is 
a ftriking fuperiority, which muft be felt and acknowledged 
either openly or fecretly, and there is nothing we fubmit to 
with fo bad a grace, or indeed which we often repudiate with 
fo much indignation, as the fuperior wifdom of one whom we 
have 
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have been ufed to rank as our equal, and perhaps inferior in all 
other refpects. 

The failure of good advice is not however to be altogether 
attributed tothe perverfe difpofition of the party receiving it, 
or to his having, in the parliamentary phrafe, “ made up his 
mind,” previoufly to afking it. Every one is not qualified to 
give advice. Itis a very difficult thing toconvey the beft.ad- 
vice ina manner that fhall be pieafing. The truths of wifdom 
are often unwelcome, and never more fo than when they in- 
terfere with the motives of pleafure or intereft. To render 
them acceptable in fuch cafes requires a degree of {kill, of 
which a very wife man may be deftitute, but for want of 
which the ear will be fhut “ againft the charmer, let him 
charm ever fo wifely.”,-—-Many perions have a very ungracious 
way of giving advice; they give it rather as a command, 
than as the fuggeftion of friendfhip and experience ; and others 
clog it with invective, and irritate inttead of perfuading. 
To call a man a fool, or a rogue, is not the way to make him 
wifer or better, and to tell jim that you are infinitely wifer 
than himfelf, will feldom convince him of the fact; aor will 
he think that a being of fuch afuperior caft, can have fo much 
of the fellow-creature about him as to enter into his views, 
and make allowance for his mifconceptions. 

Dr. Johnfon fays, that, * It is not often that any man has 
fo much knowledge of another, as is neceflary to make inftruce 
tion ufeful.” =‘Tnis is a maxim, which fhould regulate the con- 
duct of all who are invited to give counf-l; for it is with the 
mind as with the body; one rule will not do for every cafe; 
our prefcriptions muft vary with the caufes and fymptoms of 
the diforder, and mult be adapted to the varieties of the habit 
and conftitution, He that treats diforders in this judicious 
manner is a phyfician: He who adapts, or pretends to adapt the 
fame medicine to all cafes, is a quack. If a man, who afks 
whether he ought to perform a certain action, which is in itfelf 
bad, or imprudent, feemis to be acted upon by fudden paffion, 
it would be in vain to perfuade him into reafon, while his {pirits 
are agitated; and it would be wrong to inveigh againft his 
propofal, becaufe that might irritate him to perform the action. 
With fuch a man the beft method wonld be to gain time, and 
a very {mall portion of time and reflection would convince 
him of his error, if he were otherwife 2 man of fenfe and 
worth, If not, the beft advice would be thrown away, for the 
cafe of the obitinate is hopelefs, ‘ Seeft thou aman wife 


in his own conceit ? . There is more hope of a fool than of him.” 
In 








54 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


In giving advice, it is neceflary to have an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the fecret motives of him that afks it, as well 
as with the oftenfible ones, and with his temper, conduct, and 
chara&ter. In many cafes this cannot be attained at all; in 
moft it can be attained only in a very imperfect degree. We 
often play the hypocrite with ourfelves, and how fhall we be 
able to difcover the latent fprings of other men’s actions ? 
Some things, no doubt, may be propofed as fubjedts for advice, 
which will require to be confidered only in themfelves, and ab 
ftratedly from any circumftance of time, place, or perfon. 
But in general the fubje&ts of advice are of a mixed kind, ad- 
mitting various views and confiderations, and requiring the 
united deliberations of many. Great caution is therefore ne- 
ceflary, and a becoming deference to the opinions of others. 
A wife man will not give advice haftily, and that not only for 
the reafon juft now affigned, but on another and a more im- 
portant account, namely, that he confiders himfelf asin a great 
degree the caufe of whatever may happen in confequence of 
his advice being adopted. ‘This confideration is a ferious oney 
and where it has no weight, I fhould fufpect there was not 
much wifdom, and not much integrity. With the good and 
wife, however, it has its weight, and is probably one reafon 
why fuch men can rarely be brought to give opinions, without 
fuch circumftances of refervationas to leave the matter greatly 
in doubt, and take all refponfibility from them. A manof feel 
ing and forefight trembles to advife in a matter of importance 
and perplexity. His advice, though good, may be marred by 
not being rightly underftood, or a miftake may be made inthe 
application of it, which may lead to fatal errors, In either 
cafe, he muft bear the blame, and charitable allowances are fel- 
dom made, 

There are two kinds of men, who trifle with the world in 
the bufinefs of advice: Thofe who are ever obtruding their 
advice, without being requefted, and thofe whoare ever afking 
advice, without any defign to follow it. The firft are the 
moft tolerable; for to give advice, though impertinently, is 
perhaps a well-meant intention to ferve. Though vanity may 
be at bottom, it bears all the appearance of an aét of kindnefs ; 
and no man, I hope, is fo hard of heart, as not to be penetrated 
by a voluntary endeavour to do him good, although he may not 
want it. Betides, vanity may not always be the motive ; be- 
nevolence in weak minds has an aukward operation; and we 
know fo little of the human heart, that we ought to confider it 
as a duty to interpret men’s actions favourably in every cafe, 
where there are not extecnal proofs to the contrary. 

But 
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But of thofe men who are perpetually afking advice, with- 
out any attention to follow it, we cannot {peak with fo much 
lenity. There is in fome mena degree of irrefolution, which 
prevents them from remaining an hour in the fame opinion, 
and a degree of folly that they cannot compare opinions to 
gether, and take that which is beft. I know a man of this 
difpofition, who has long been a plague to his acquaintance, 
and, I may add, to himfelf. On the fimpleft bufinefs, he goes 
round the circle of his acquaintance, and takes perhaps ten 
opinions, of which he does not follow one. What he collects 
from all isa hodge-podge of inconfiftency, which he thinks is 
the aggregate of wifdom, but which in event proves to be the 
extreme of folly. Indeed, whenever a conceited man afks 
advice, you may be certain that he does not mean to follow it, 
unlefs it coincides with his preconceived notions. The com- 
mon language of fuch a man is—* I am refolved to a@ in 
this or that manner, let me have your opinion.” Little good 
and lefs gratitude can follow the advice that is given to a man 
who will not take it ; and as to men of wavering minds they 
are incapable of fixing upon any thing. Irrefolution is the 
bane of human action; mankind would remainin a ftate of 
torpor, if they were never to act but with a mathematical cer 
tainty of fuccefs, “Truth, wifdom, and propriety, are occa- 
fionally fo hid as to conceal their boundaries ; but in general, 
“ He that walketh uprightly, walketh furely.” It is not im- 
poffible, but that the wifeft may ftumble upon an error and 
recover; the rafli and the irrefolute only are they who plunge 
irrecrievably. 

There is one affair of life, and confeffedly an important one, 
in which moft people think themfelves qualified to give ade 
vice—[ mean marriage. There is nothing which feems a 
greater affront toa man’s friends and acquaintances, than his 
forming this alliance without confulting any of them. And 
I know not any fubject fo improper for advice as this.— 

mean not to juftify imprudent or vicious alliances from in- 
tereft, &c. but merely to fay that there is fcarcely a man in 
exiftence, who will liften to advice that interferes with his ma- 
trimonial intentions. And fora very obvious reafou ; a man 
does not take a wife ashe does a houfe. In the latter cafe the 
advice of a friend, efpecially if he be a furveyor, may be ab- 
fulutely neceflary ; that of aconveyancer, too, may be requi- 
fite. If, in the opinion of the one, the houfe is in a ruinous 
ftate, or in opinion of ihe other, the deeds are not clear, he re- 
linguifhes his intention of purchafe with very littl: regret. 


9 But 
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But in the choice of a wife, a man generally proceeds fora 
very confiderable time entirely on his opinion, and makes it 
his ftudy to examine the temper, and if poflible engage the at- 
tention of his intended, long before he will truft any perfon 
with his intention. If he fucceeds in gaining the lady’s con- 
fent, all the advice upon earth mutt be of no avail, unlefs (which 
for my argument it is not necefiary to fuppofe) any one were 
to point out a defect in her character, fufficient to juftify his 
departing from his engagement. 

Another reafon why advice in this cafe is unneceffary is, that 
there area great many circumftances, which induce a man to 
marry a particular lady, or to abftain from marriage altogether, 
of which no perfon can be fo proper a judgeas himfclf. Not- 
withflanding this, I know not how it is, but greater offence is 
taken when a man marries without afking the advice of his 
friends, than on any other occafion ; and this, I am afraid, 
give rife to much of that tea-table feandal which follows moft 
marriages, and which, however, to the credit of the age, does 
not laft very long ; for fuch is the va{t variety of topics of this 
kind, that no couple, however imprudent in their union, are 
ever perfecuted above a fortnight or three weeks ! 

Rules have been laid down for giving advice, fuch as are 
prefumed to render advice agreeable and effeQual. I know 
not that thefe are necefiary to be detailed here, for giving ad- 
vice will always depend on circumftances té which general 
rules will apply ufelefsly. “I'o obtrude our advice can be the 
duty of parents and guardians only. For otners it is fufficient 
to give it only when it appears to be requefted with ferioufnefs. 
In giving it, the utmoft candour and tue ftridteft adherence to 
truth are neceflary ; and a manner, full of fweetnefs and per- 
fuafive friendthip, are neceflary to reider it palatable, if it mi« 
litates againit the intereft or paflions of the party requefting it. 
Superiority muft be laid afide when we with to couiliate.— 
While thefe rules are adhered'to, we have nothing to fear from 
“ siving offence.” The obfti:ate are bencath contempt, and 


their anger always recoils on themfelves. “The irrefolute may 
be determined by argument, aud the wicked may be penetrated 
by truth. But we Pp irtake in the fol and crimes of thofe 
whom we flatier; and when the we! of a tellow creafure 
is at ftake, nothing can atone for wautot candour, and nothing 
Can a; pear more praife-worthy tian ¢ pinion which ts given 


boluly und the benevolence which operaies actively. 
6 CAIUS. 
For 






















Sit 

ate 
fon 
on= 
ich 
ere 


his 
hat 


ery 
t= 


lis 
id, 
ft 
eS 
is 


o 


_ &— Si ae 2, a oo 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 57 
Forthe Weexty ENTERTAINER, 


Epitaph in the Church Yard of Nether Stowey, near 
Bridgewater. 


HERE lies the Body 
Of MARY WESTCOMBE, Spinfter, 
Who on the 1 3th Day of February, 1755, 
Then aged 68, ended a faithful Service of 
33 Years in one Family, to receivea 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not away : 


This Stone ere&ted, at her Mafter’s Expence, 
To perpetuate the Remembrance of her Fidelity, 
Teaches Servants, that the Virtues of their 
Humble Stations, are no lefs honour’d than 
Thofe of their Superiors, who having done all 
Humbly hope for no higher Joy than the 
Happy Welcome of “ Well done, Good and 
“ Faithful Servant.” 


How {weetly reft beneath the Duft 
The facred Relicks of the juft ! 

Matfter and Servant fleeping’ found 

On the fame Story, in the Ground 5 
Their Afbes mingle as they lie, 

And Honour and Diftin€tion die. 

Hark, the dread Trumpet founds; they rife, 
With Joy and Wonder in their Eyes, 
To meet their Saviour in the Skies : 
Each waits his Doom with Awe profound, 
Has all bis Hopes and Wifhes crown’d, 
If buta faithful Servant found. 





Anfwer, by Fofeph Bulgin, of Ca/tle Cary, to the Enigma, inferted 


April 28. 


HE letter 4, as now I find, 
Was what you had, Sir, in your mind. 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from Furze Stub, 


of Long Moor; J. Rofevear, of St. Auftle; and A. Apfey, 
and W. Brewer, of Taunton. 


Vor, XXIV. 597. I Anfwer, 

















58 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Anfwer, by Fofeph Bulgin, of Caftle Cary, to T. K.’s Anagram, 
inferted April 28. 


ERAH, like other men, from earth did {pring, 
And Abram, his fam’d fon, God’s praile did fing. 


ti] We have received the like anfwer from A. Apfey, 
and W. Brewer, of Taunton; and J.H. Hill, near Hellton, 


A REBUS, by W. Sinkins, of Dodbrook. 





N Heathen goddefs firft, ye gents, expound ; 
And then in Suffolk find a well-known town; 
An Englifh river next ye muft defcry ; 
And then to join, my next it doth imply ; 
A well-known metal now pay add with care; 
My laft, a well known animal, declare ; 
Range thefe initials, and you’ll have in view, 
An inftrument on which | play—adieu. 


4 CHARADE, ly F. T. Hill, near Helflon. 





ie walking o’er the barren wafte 

My firit doth oft appear; 

The bees purfue it with great hafte 
When glorious Sol is clear : 


My next is heard at early dawn, 
When phantoms difappear ; 
The {wain rejoiceth in the morn, 
The chea: ful voice to hear : 


Thefe parts, if rightly underftood, 
Will fhew a bird both {carce and good. 


ttt ELnigmatical Lifts of Towns have in them fa little Inge- 
nuity, and are fo extremely Common, that we think the Room they 
would take up may be much better employed. 

Kt Cur Correfpondents are requefted to obferve that it is exe 
petted they /bould pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that othera 
wife they will not fee what they Jend inferted. 


POETRY. 








on, 




















Songs introduced, on the Evening 
or Wednejd. ys July 2, 1794> 
inthe mav Preceentitied* ine 
glorious Firft oi june,” re- 
prefented at Drury Lane 
Theatre. 


SONG the FIRST. 
By the Duxe of Leeps. 
Orr the vaft furface of the 

deep, 
Britain fhall ftill her empire 


Ree ps 

Her Heaven defcended charter 
lon: 

The fav’rite theme of glory’s 
fong, 

Shall itil! proclaim the bleft de- 
cree, 

That ** Britons ever fhall be 
free.”” 


Tho’ hoftile bands in fierce ar- 
ray, 

Dare to difpute her fov’reign 
{way ; 

Tho’ tavage fury nurs’d in gore, 

Boaft to cefpoil her filver fhore, 

Heaven itill fupports its bleit 
decree, 

That ‘* Britons ever fhall be 
“<"tsée.”” 


*Twas thus that HOWE, illuf- 
trious name ! 

Still adding to a life of fame, 

Thro’ Gailia’s proud Armada 

* broke, 

And Albion’s wrath in thunder 
{poke ; 

Whuie vidt’ry fan@tioned the de- 
creey 

That ‘* Britons ever fhall be 
free.” 





aa happy Britain, favour’d 
ifle ! 


Where freedom, arts, and com- 
merce {mile ! 

Long may thy GEORGE in 
glory prove, 

The traniports of a nation’s 
love! 

Long reign to guard the bleft 
decree, 

That ‘* Britons ever fhall be 
free.”” 


oe 


SONG the SECOND. 
By the Raru of Murerave. 


OUR line was form’d, the 
French lay to, 
One figh I gaveto Pollon 
fhore ; 
Too cvol 1 thought our laf 
adieu— 
Our parting kiffes feem’d too 


“Wo 
If we fhould meet no more. 
But love, avaft! my heart is 
oak, 
HOWE?’s daring fignal floats 
on high ; ; 
I fee through roaring cannons’ 
{moke— 
Their aweful line fubdu’d and 
broke, 
They ftrike ! they fink! they 
$ 
J .- 
Cewek Ut 
Now, danger patt, we’ll drink 
and joke— 
Sing “* Rule Britannia; Hearts 
of Oak !” 
And toait before each martial 
tune— 
« HOWE, and the glorious firft 
of June !” 
My 
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My limb ftruck off, let foothing 
a 
The chance of war to Poll ex- 


plain: 
Proud of the lofs, I feel no 
{mart, 
But as it wrings my Polly's heart 
With fympathetic pain. 
Yet fhe will think, with love fo 
tried, 
Each fear a beauty in my 
face, 
And asI ftrut with martia! pride, 
On timber-toe by Polly’s fide, 
Will call my limp a grace. 
CuHorus. 
Atdangers patt we'll laugh, &c. 


Farewell to every fea delight, 
The cruize with eager watch- 
ful days ; 
The fkilful chace by glimm’ring 


night, 
The well-work’d fhip, the gal- 
lant fight, 
The tov’d Commander’s 
praile ; 
Yet Polly’s love and conftancy, 
With prattling babes more 
joy fhall bring, 
Proud when my boys fhall firft 
at fea 
Follow great HOWE to vic- 
tory ! 
And ferve our noble King. 
CHORU S. 
Then, danger pat, we’ll drink 
and joke— 
Sing “* Rule Britannia; Hearts 
ot Oak !”’ 
And toaft before each martial 
tune— 
“ HOWE, and 
firftof June!’ 


the glorious 


Defcription of a Gyp/ey- 
OWN by yon hazel copfe, 
at evening, blaz’d 
The giptey’s taggot—there we 
ttood and gaz’d ; 
Gaz’d on her fun-burnt face 
with filentawe, 
Her tattcr’d mantle, and her 
hood of ftraw ; 





ENTERTAINER, 


Her moving lips, her cauldron 
brimming o’er ; 

The drowtfy brood that on her 
back the bore ; 

Imps, in the barn with moufing 
owlet bred, 

From rifled rooft at nightly re- 
vel fed; 

Whofe dark eyes flafh’d thro’ 
locks of blackeft thade, 

When in the breeze the diftant 
watch-dog bay’d : 

And heroes fled the fybil’s mut- 
ter’d call, 

Whofe elfin prowefs fcal’d the 
orchard wall. 

As o’er my palin the filver piece 
fhe drew, 

And trac’d the line of life with 
fearching view, 

How throbb’d my fluttering 
pulfe with hopes and fears, 
To learn the colour of my fue 

ture years ! 





—_—- 


Addreffed to an unfortunate Girl. 


HO’ my heart bleeds with 
pangs to think on you, 
Poor melancholy maid! whofe 
ruthlefs fate 
Has turn’d thee, friendlefs 
and all defolate, 
To the bleck ftorms of life, yet 
once, auicu! 
My mute fincere, fhall bid thee, 
ere ive part, 
Poor injur’d ‘innocence! 
again tarewell! 
And if the tear of pity can 


avail 
To fooihe the anguish of a 
breaking heart, 
Oh, let. theiz eyes beftow the 
foftening baim 
Cf folace! Thus the lly of 
the vie, 
On fom forfakew bank, 
neath the cau'l gale, 
Droops her pale leaves; butin 
the tragraut caim 

Of morning's blath, cheer’d by 
the fol?’rin rain, 

he lifts her head—and, beau 


teous finiles agaia! 











